Topic: Mixed-Race Youth Identity in American Literature—Sarah R Robbins for spring term 2024
Since the launch of the US Republic, American culture has addressed some of its most pressing questions about national goals, vision, identity, and political movements through narratives focused on mixed-race youth. For authors from a range of backgrounds, the liminal figure of a young mixed-race protagonist embodying cross-race tensions and complex race-shaped history has anchored textual imaginings of how individuals can help shape community life and respond to social justice issues while also navigating the challenges of self-construction at the margins of society. This seminar draws on literature beginning in the early nineteenth century through the twenty-first. The course incorporates a comparativist approach by taking “American” literature as open to border-crossing authors and texts (e.g., Pauline Johnson, a First Nations Canadian and Edith Maud Eaton/Sui Sin British-Canadian-Asian-American). Undergirding all the readings is a narrative pattern with major social consequences: mixed-race youth constantly receive and seek agency in response to “mixed messages” about their place in society. 
Tentative list of major readings:

Child, Hobomok: A Tale of Early Times (1824)
Maria Ruiz de Burton, Who Would Have Thought It? [part I](1872) [brief excerpt only]
Sui Sin Far (Edith Easton) short stories (turn-of-the-century, early 20thc periodicals)
E. Pauline Johnson, excerpt, biography of her mother; “A Pagan in St. Paul’s,” “A Red Girl’s Reasonoing”
Zitkala-Sa, “School Days of an Indian Girl,” “An Indian Teacher,” “The Soft-Hearted Sioux” (1900)

Elaine Eastman, Yellow Star (1911) and Excerpt from Mourning Dove, Cogewea: The Half-Blood (1927) 

Jesse Redmon Fauset, Comedy: American Style (1933) 

Bob Marley--songs

Kim Lefèvre, White Métisse (1989); trans by Jack Yaeger and pub in English 2018 [excerpt]

Matt de la Pena, Mexican White Boy (2010)  

Celeste Ng, Everything I Never Told You (2014)

Dean Atta The Black Flamingo (2019)

Theorizing Mixed Race:

Writings by Charles Chesnutt, Stuart Hall; recent secondary scholarship
Choose one memoir, with this list offering examples:


James McBride, The Color of Water (1996)

Rebecca Walker, Black, White, and Jewish: Autobiography of a Shifting Self (2002)


Hannah Lowe, Long Time No See (2017)


Trevor Noah: Born a Crime: Stories from a South African Childhood (2019)

Stephen Murphy-Shigematsu, When Half is Whole: Multiethnic Asian American Identities (2012) [note: hybrid text-more academic]

Major Assignments for graduate students:

a) Memoir Reading and Writing: Addressing Race in Personal Experience Reflection

b) Engaging with an Historical Text: Responding to a Character and/or Episode

c) Theorizing mixed-race identities and literature

Using theory to interpret a text or envision a piece of writing

d) Teaching Mixed-Race Writing: Preparing an Active Lesson Plan for Undergraduates OR Creative/journalistic writing: Genre re-mix tied to course themes (flash story, poem, video clip, interview snippets, short journalism piece)

e) Personal/Professional Takeaways: Choose one 

1) Multi-part first-person essay on your learning from the course

2) Plan for a journal article OR draft conference paper

